■V 



Ot ; -Xv ov;\ 



Kajor Position a 



OPTICS OP ST!tr\?&0IC SER'-'JttiS SKCi-xT 

Rsso&rch f^nd Am lysis Branch 

Biographical ueporfc, 3H-J { yfc.;. Index 

<L/ . ^ Keg ion*!? 

/Vr r Occupational i 

.' / 4~ 1 j , j*. 

Hw>* Oi-:Xv Ifeketora {fsicfttoici, TalvCori) ,v \ n J ' v Japan c-j 3 9 ) 

££*!iSK- - cJf y°^ 1’odchijhi-ku, 3 eh one. f Hy^Jaui^cho, S53. (1942) 2/ 

fo.j;jr P os ition a uith^u^ Fort folic, fveoident of tho 

” ~ Euraou of Information, frae? Cabinet Secretary 3 / 

Vioo /resident of the Imperial Rule Assistant? 
/i8coo.lation \J Vico Qiaizma cf the Council of the 
Ci\»il on Vohmtoo:.* Coroo Z/ f 

fake tor®. was bora in 198$ in Fukuoka -ken 9 U tbs 
— socond 603 of ASA ...ichihei* Ho married . oto,. third 
emulator ci‘ Jr.Jti iloco v.u r, boro i:. s - 

ktrn in i-,cvs..ber 1 SjX« Ovklh ivja three sons and tv.c 
da u^itoro* Ahc eldest sen loiiitaro v/as born in April 
1^16,, .^mavctvc fro aoic University end is employed 
by tnc Aitnu.i wising Co« *w second son, Kcn.il v^e beru 
in October ls?17 and ijmdunted from tho Tokyo Kirct 
Hl^/isr School* The cl«loct c»ju prior Seiko & born in 
Cotooe:* 1920., rac graduated frrr. the Och.t.nj'.sist; 
nischer Oirljs School* A third son. Shi .lure v,t j ' on: ;in 
bOVOJibrr I9<.7. W.?A hau an s.doj.'c;.d caurhto.* I/n&Oj 
born in Fujcuok* City in :*y ISOS, the third daughter 
cf OGi'A S&inirov She gru'Iwteu from tho Ockn/itrsi^u 
Higher Cirlf. School. 0.iv:.v. TaAotera f c older jrot h»r lf 
Osxir.o :,3 ti doctor of cedi ciw> and n, toaohob* ux th:: 
Hagastki i-oc.ica.1 CollogocS^ 

Car.^./ GmdUiiet : . fros; Tokyo Higher Cestyrcial School 0 / 

1CH - Grad.ufctoi froia W-aod*. Uaivereifcy ^oiitioa ar.d Economics 
School 7/ 

Ho: .-j f.bar It'll - Joined Tine Aasvhl ohb rbuu ?/ 

fUrch If SO - : . snt to s*u3\~£n ~E^ rop* and iV/.^riCi 7/ 

3722 - Returned to Japan 7/ 

April 11 23 - Chief of the ^icpoTbX Office, Yvc ^/o Asahi chiaf oun 7/ 
Oetvbor 1:25 - Chief 0 ? tha Political SoctioV; of hho Tok\v> Asahi* * 
S hicbun // ^ 

Febivary 1 ?Etv ~ ISio^’^oT tl;» J-kiitordal Office of the Toky o Ag >.hi 
uhlabuu 7/ * 

11*29 appoint ell. Juiiior ^.casios Lireotoy of the OjLi-^a. 

A^jhi Sh.^bun l/ ^ 

A;-;ril 1 'vi- - ‘ClSef ad:;tor tl« /.sjo-'ni ?/ 

SwJtc: *fcsr i;i-i - lluifibzT' a’ *the I*. i 1 rorr^7 rf ujc por'liS'tl^ faro 
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135 - .?J&25f,gijg ifltreoto 
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Aay 1955 - Chief Editor, Tokyo Asahi SMnftnan and OoaLsi uor. hi 
fifalabua j/ 1 • 

if> 59 «» J$SS|Sg* oiroctor and Editor in Chief of the OqcUg 
Arab! ^ hi jobua , Di motor of kaaoi Kovre Agency %? 
iiiy 1GS0 « ISpras Jnteti ve Pirootor of the Asch i Shiadua 7/ 

.. XS-jO ® Ch66f /Editor of the ?o&yo A sahi ^htab&j dod^amring 
Director of the AsuHi ^ 

15tf> « Sisisber of the sot? Political Structure Preparatory 
Ccanittee B/ 

10^0 * Dirootor o? the laporiaX Buie Aacistaacs A oso oiatioii 4/ 
19^i « Chief Editor of thj Tokyo Aaahi Shisbun , *u naming ttiracbor 
of the Aeabi SMabim^chsw^/" 

February 194£ - fommeot Counoilcr JjxpaiT* H«wo Aeaocir.tion 7/ 

25 dun# 19£5 o Appointed Councilor of the bureau of laformtioa \J 

Peoonber 1SK3 « Vice President of the Asahl Shla-bun 7/ ^ 

26 w^.u & 19 :.4 « Appointed a w*nbt>r of tha Central Liaison -eudq^rters 

Coiaikittoe of the hs.tiox»2 mliy kovssK.nt 1/ 

ZZ July 1914 o Victor without Portfolio in the fcOXSC otbinct and 
concurrently Frs siuo^t of the Bureau of Infer: ati oh, 
auooeediDg ~*viA9 fciji. Aesigood ae Vise President cf the 
.x aahi £ hiatus . X/ 

10 ij.UiUStli'44 «~.ppointod Vico' President 0 f the Imperial hule Aosistana.i 
^accciatita, euoceod&ng GOTO Funic &/ 

23 Scomber 29*4 - Appointed A?na:-&1 Secretary of the ‘tsmtral Cooperative 
Council of the Imperial Eulc Assistance AeeociutioE 5 
succeeding* Actair&l (rot) KOflAXASHI Soiso 1/ 

19 J&i». 1945 * President of the Imperial Iiule Acsistanco ^sacuiotioa 

Youth Corpo (Yckusan eonendan), conourreatly with poet 
ae Vico President cf the Imperial Rule isoistaco© 
AosooiAtion), euooeodingkt# (rat.) TATiyAVA 

tOBhitsugu (or Yoehikuau) l/* 

£7 January 1945 « Acting ohiof of the Central Headquarter® of the 

In$>ari&l Bale Assistance Association Youth Corps until 
lATBBiYASiX itiJeio assumes the poet permanently 3 / 

6 April 1946 - Soeigned ao Minister with oxrt Portfolio together with 
the rest of the XOISO Cabinet Z/ 

10 April 194$ * Kosigned Prosidenoy of the Bureau of Information, 
euoccoded ay SHIMOSIUPA fiiroeoi 5/ 

SO April 294$ -» Oi*der of diabandoont of the IxnperiAl 2ule Aaeietanoo 
Aseooifttioa Youth Corps, to give full support to the 
form ties of the Civilian Volunteer Corps l/Vice Cluiir* 
sb&b of th« Council of the Ci’/iliwa Volunteer Corps Zj 
20 iiiy 194h ^ i£ppointcd a meaher of the Cabinet Advieory Council l/ 

8 1945 - Appointed one of woven new oounoilort- of the Bureau of 

Inform t ion 5/ 

17 Auguot 1S45 <* Appoiatod Jdniotor v;iUio\it Portfolio, Chief tabinot 
Beorotxvry and irctsidant of the bureau cf Infonap.tion 
in Geuoral Princo taitUUIKO hlut5EI-KtJi;I s s 9/ 

14 JeptajibarlH^rj « G\u;teci ug irealcont of the Bureau of Informal on tf 

cucc^su^d \<ir KAY'Al 7atcur.«15/ 
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Caameats After graduating from the Tokyo Higher Coaraoroial School 
SST the rditiool Solaneo and Hconoaios Department of Taeeda 
University, OGATA joined the staff of the Aoahl Shlabur ^S/ln iivroh 
1920 he went on a two year study trip to Europe and America. Vihlle 
staying In London, he made a special study of social conditions in 
Btag landed/ On his return to Jspon In 192$ 7/he rejoined the staff of 
the AsahT Shlabtaa , His rise ms steady, After holding several section 
chleT positions * including Chief of the Commercial division and saune 
of the Chine Pi vision^/ ho became Chlof Editor of both the Tokyo and 
the Osaka Asahl in Way x936,7/ln Deoeuber 1945 he me oamd ‘Tloe 
President of the *sahi Saimbua ,?/ a position he resigned on 21 duly 1944 
when ho entered the K01S0 Cabinet, 1/ according to the Tokyo radio ho 
would however remain as "a friend of the company* ,3/(3 ^u^uet 1944). 

One source states that 0aa.lA ms considered representative of the 
reactioiiary element in the asahl * This element in the late twenties 
and the thirties was slowly fining a grea.tor voice in the policies 
of this once liberal news pa per, 10 / 

In the Co- ^eirporary JijEP sn issue of Jur .0 1952, an article by OCAiA 
appeared^] t'lea t ^ruMio'TJpinlon and the JVese^.ll/ln December 1935 
OGATA war. o looted a member of the first Donei Board of Directore. In 
:^36 or 19: 7 HARADA Joji succeeded 'iln ae Aeshi member of this board, l o/ 

OGATA iewtio to have been -an oren admirer of the late TQTA.-A L'itsuru, 

PToeident of the Gaayoafca (Bl'. Jk Ocean Society), an organisation of 

which ho hiivjscVf i» * leader. /J&a is also reported as having been 

active aa a supporter cf the/ press orga/i Aolan Review of the Kokuryu ka. 1 , 10 / 

In the Ally 1940 Cssue of Vontecporixy ^apan OGATA published an article 

on TOTAL*. According to rouroe this /xtioie ms actually written by 

OGATA ( a fiiend, former premier HIhOTA Aoki, but It mao edited and 

published under OGATA '3 name, beaauee HI KOTA did not wish to Indicate 

so openly his olose atsoclatian^uith r.ad adnixatian for TOYALA at that 

time, 1 0 / U\sa TOTAM /isd on 4 otober 1944, OGATA was named Vioe 

Chairman ci* the Comibte# to arrange ;he funeral, together with 

FUJII Toshihisa.S/ 

In the 1940‘s QGAVA lao named to iroortant political positions, V.hen 
in the suasaer of 190 the lap or in I Rvlo Assistance Association was 
formed, OiATi v.\s nsj.ve a directcr anG served as press representative 08 / 

On the luth of August .\y44 he oeoaae Vice President of this organ! tat. 5 . on, 
succeeding GOTO Kuiriio«.y In his initial state^ot following his appo int- 
want, ho assorted that Il-i wd ; <ld e«*rt uxs evory effort to urito the 
pcv;era of the people, cooperate fully with the l::,j»9rial Rule A , isia*U^ r ' 
Politioal Society for vie purpose of unifying the home fr*at, ^ ' 
increasing the fighting power of the Imperial Porooo on all ot 

battle*, 3/ 
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Conuaont* Continued tOa V,S Daoaaber of tiie muiw year he vaa uppoiked 
TBSerST iieoretnry of its Central Cooperative Council ai.cl the 
following 19th of J*xm)?Ar*«ldent of its Youth Corps *1/ Thin 
appointment of OGU& f o'. Jawed the resignation on the iftti. of January 
of oil menbnrs of the 'antral Headquarters of the Imperial 'lulo 
Assistance Association ‘ T outh Corps.!/ On ths 4th of April 194f> '^e fokyo 
fiedio annpuuood that ho sent out a uotioo to the prof ectural co* p$ to 
recruit neaebers for construction cor r « wofck or. defensive position 
At the tfSDO tiaa* it wu» reoortou t/.at he was to bo "euprtT.e 
commander" of this construction corps *3/ 

uhen late in April the order for the disbandment of the Imperial 
Kul* Aseistasci association me given, 0 vAIl ms naicod Vico Chairmn 
of tne Civilian Voluatecr Corps, an organisation scheduled to euper- 
sede the imperial Rule Assistance Association Youth Corps*2/(6 June). 

*t the fiaal meeting of the directors of the local corps of the 
Imperial Rule Assistance Association Youth Corps* held in Tokyo 
5 Jure 1945, OfSAH requested local leaders to giro wholehearted 
support to the Civilian Volunteer Corps and requested everyone to 
strive to make the oorpg the supreme or anitatioa of the people,^/* 

On the 23rd of June 1949 0 inti, ms appointed Councilor of the 
Bureau of IofonartioncJ/ The next year, on the 22nd of July he* 
entered the KOISOCOeblnefc as Minister without Portfolio, concur- 
rently being President of the Bureau of Information, the firtt Journalist to r 
this position sinoo the foimtion of the bureau# Cone antin g on his 
appointment the Tokyo radio announced that " much would bs expected 
of him as President of the Bureau of Information at this oritlc&L 
ti xne"#^/ Pr3tt 1 August 1944 on OCA Si vea to hold dally conference* at 
the Premiers official residence with TAJtFA Takoo, Chief labiaet 
Secretary *JL/' 

After taking up his ner duties 0GA1A mdo various statement* 
outlining tho policies he intended to follow. On tho 15th of August 
1944, addressing a meeting of the Board of Direotorc of ths 
Information ; apartment of the Inperlal Buie. Assistance Association, 
he sild he would try to lift tho restriction* on the ncrws£/ ' Pour 
days lator as host $o u group of foreign prer.s carr*. spends ,ts at 
an Informal gathering at .-alto a&lkan, he reminded tho correspondents 
that it us notthe policy of the bureau of i-nforcation tc conceal 
any news froj the publio. ue t.daed that in execution of 'his official 
duties he would try* to ;aoke the best use of his experience as a 
newspaperman and that he intended to provide reporters with all 
information ivon out ty the government .W The same day he made 
a etfctSTe tMiat the new cabinet would adopt the same policy as 
that purauori under the TOJO cabinet. He added t * In the past it ms 
not tho policy of the Bureau of Informationto oonoe&l any news from 
the publio. Tho prese «sy not interfere with a policy once it is 
adopted by the goTermoert.fl/ °n the 24th of August 1944 ho declared 
that from new on the Japanese people mist knev the coapjicto truth 
even if it in unfavorable r 10/ This statement h\e boon intorpretod 
by ace tiource as a possible indioation that tho govjiesent sight 
be prspcu'ing a peace offer. 0iAtt. f 3 statement, ucaordirig to thio 
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Coaconts Continued* interpretation* would be the first step iu 
preparing publlo opinion for suoh an offor plO/ 

Answering Interpellation e Is the 66th Diet, 9 Septaaflfltfr 1944, 0G4H 
said* "To your opinion that publlo opinion ie one form of fighting 
strongfe® 4>Jjd unleee It i* on oou raged, there ic no increase In 
fighting, express ay hearty agreanxmt* However, In my opinion the 
Government ‘ must f lrot of all be oonf ldeot of the rri adorn of the 
people and the people met also be voluntarily responsible for the 
opinions they expreee*»»« 1 cm making a study of the problem* Today, 
when the rar situation has reached the point wa face now, it would 
perhaps be be ter to adopt a drastic step for better guidance of 
public opinion .1/ 

On the 6th of October , the Tokyo oadio announced, that OCAIA explained 
the substance of the plan for guidon oe in ddcisivo battles at the / 
regular meeting of ths cabinet, hell at the official residence of the 
premier that day* **is plan «ao passed by the Cabinet .5/ 

OviiZl hi a partioiputea in mwey national activities^/ On the 20th of 
April 1944 he attended the graduation exorcises of the L Hilary 
Academy at Zaaa, ^ana^wi-kenQ^/On the 28th of October 1944 £© attended 
memorial eirvioes for NdlA?‘0 ?oig©, described by ono source as "Japan 1 * 
330*2 raao t ionary "ofl/ On the 22nd of December 1944, the Tokyo R*r i© 
reported t>j£ OTlTl, with other Genyoshe leadorc, raa to attond the 
Bast Asiatic Races* Round Table Conference that doy 0 korqi io iORODl was 
to be howl at this confer© no© .3/ On the 28th of lArch 1945 OCA IX 
attended a meeting in the offices of the Info nation board, to 
deliberate on the forasvtlon cf the £igo Aoaha (lfotion Pictures 
Corporation), a merger of? eevnml motion picture affiliation u e 3/ 

The firagur Radio repor;od, that in a otatemant issued on the 17th of 
August 1944, he reiterated hi© belief is a German victory and 
congratulated the Geras: people on their "courageous and outstanding 
struggle". 3/ 

On the 13 1 A of December 1944 he gave a bulk telling of t ho var and 
coeaneading the spirit of the 4panene people. 3/ Tokyo Radio reported 
on the 16 th of September 1944 that 00.11 v^g che of several 
newspapermen to receive a silver cup from the Jfcporor, for out- 
standing aervioo to his country in time of vnr«j/ One source states 
that 0<A3L was a swcaiwr of the Government # o to-oSiled "Braih-Trust 0 
end in this oonneotion 10/ is a oembor of the A si oa tic Dovoloptent 
Coamittee and snail sntf oiddle-eiaod Industrial Investigation CounciloS/ 
On the 5th of April 1945 the KCJSO Cabinet felijjs/ On the 10th of 
Way OGiTA. whs appointed a member of the Cabinet Advisory Council of 
the SUZlhl i-inistry*!/ tr.nd on the 8th of dun© hs onoo mere waa 
nosed a Cc mcilor oi the bureau of Iui’orjaatiop, #/ V.hen , following 
aiu :*endsr, tho cabinet of iVinoe HIUiSitl—K. uTl vsaa formed, 0;ATA 
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Coosnopta Continued! vs.e appointed to bio forcer pa ate of 
TtElofcer TTithout Portfolio cd President of the Bureau of 
Infcrmttoa, being nanod Chlbf Cabinet Secretary as t»U*9/0 no 
•ouroo states that in add. ties to being closely associated with 
forcer Premier SIROTA lokl end the late TOYAMA ilitsuru, he me 
also on oloeo personal terms with Premier KOI SO an! t*.r L.inister 
SUOlYUMO/o f usually reliable scarce considers him "a man 
to bo mooted*, 10/ Jlnji Koshin fiofcu 1957 states that OQvn paid 
a land tax of ¥ T5lb .d/ “ 

Following the oooupa&on cf Japan, OdU ms bxundod a war 
criminal <u.d arrested on orders of General LacArthur, 15 September 
1946. Subsequently he vxa relieved os Prosidont of the Bureau of 
Inforaatlcc, but for the moment at least he regained a cubing t 
member* The charge was , that Oth ms a mo -her of the KokupyuJoai* 
This ms denied by uoese sources, lnolualng the superintendent 
of the Tokyo police. 14/ 

Summary Taketora has been a new*pc.penan for more thai 

thirty years. His principal, thotgh not his only, association 
has been with the Asahi Shiabun , Hie influence on the policies 
of v this paper, especially In the late thirties, must base bean 
considerable. Available Information indicates that he has held 
positions with various nationalist organisations, including the 
Cenyosha and the XokuryuJoai* Conspicuous also has been the part 
he has played in the Imperial Halo Assistance Aeedciation as 
Vice President, deader of its Youth Corps ana dr several other 
positions* He was nado a ember of the KOISO Cabinet. 'Vhon 
this oa&binet fell and the order to disband the Imperial 
Assi etcuaoo Aoaooiatloa ins givoB,OCATA remained a public figure 
of prominence* "Ho booaijo Vice Chainsen of th© Civilian Volunteer 
Corps and a nenber of -he Cabinet Advisory Council, in addition 
to being reinstated as a Councilor of the Bureau of Information 
In the HIOkSHI-KUHI Cabinet OGAd was given three posts, vlt. Uinietor 
withair'; Portfolio, Freoidont of the Bureau of Inf or ation and 
Chief Cabinet Secretary* Subsequently he was removed from hiu nost 
as froaidont of the Bureau of Information, following his arrest 
as a war crintUMdfc^ 
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YalB AxA/OHD IS a Of sUc^i X/ITbLLI UfrNCB 

(fliOk OiiX) On mQa t* gOliWi<i aS 1Kl/1 CaTSD) AS tAS 
^VaILwuLE^T iu* TILE OF FK&fkRiflOU * IT UY 
COMSi^ iaJTLT SUBJECT TO AJiKNDUSNT BY ADDITION L 
Oli icORE RECENT OTUAIGENGB. INDEX r.W3 JxS AKD 
LE ; i--HS AflE '-OL^T FOR IlXiJaWJ Stt.TSr.KWS IN 
REPORT. 
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